forward to a time when GPs have a proper career structure.
The paper by Alex Harding and colleagues, on behalf of the Heads of Teaching Group of the Society for Academic Primary Care is disquieting, because it suggests that the drive to increase the amount of general practice and community-based teaching in the undergraduate curriculum, urged by the General Medical Council and widely endorsed in curriculum statements, is running out of steam and that funding to support it is flagging. This reduced exposure to general practice, particularly if that exposure is sometimes to demoralised GPs contemplating early retirement, is not exactly a recipe for the recruitment of the several thousand new GPs promised by politicians.
A further editorial deals with a topic of increasing national and international concern, that of female genital mutilation (FGM). This ghastly practice needs to be firmly eradicated worldwide. A World Health Organization statement on ending the practice was published in 2008, but doing so is far from straightforward. An ill-judged prosecution, coming to court in London recently, failed, although it probably served to raise awareness of FGM. The new amendments to the Serious Crimes Act mandate reporting by healthcare professionals of confirmed FGM to the statutory services, but this in itself raises a number of potential difficulties for clinicians working in many settings, spelt out in the important contribution by Nigel Mathers and Janice Rymer.
Distractions in Out of Hours this month include a review of the ancient Greek art exhibition at the British Museum, snapshots of primary care in Armenia and South Africa, some reflections on the Welsh poet and doctor, Dannie Abse, and a number of personal views on aspects of our profession for you to enjoy, applaud, or take issue with. Please let us have your comments through the eLetters facility on our website.
